WHS Civics Seal Student Checklist



Vision: The Civics Seal honors students who exemplify the core virtues of a thriving democracy: justice, civility, citizenship, self-discipline, and service. Through learning, action, and reflection, recipients of the Civics Seal demonstrate what it means to engage responsibly in community with others and to participate in sustaining a democratic-republic.

	Virtue
	What does this mean? 
	What does this look like at WHS? Woodland? Washington state? The Nation? 
	How to demonstrate this virtue:

	Justice
	Justice means…

Having a political order that protects the rights of all equally and treats everyone equally under the law.
Upholding of what is fair and right. Respecting the rights and dignity of all.
	Students must complete at least 2 of the criterion
· Write a letter to a local or state legislator about a legislative matter you are concerned about
· Take up a cause about an injustice and create a submission (presentation, poster, e.g.) 
· Engage in a restorative justice conversation to resolve a conflict & reflect on the process
· Complete an alternative justice-related project or experience of the student’s choice (with prior approval from the Social Studies Department)
	Potential evidence/artifacts of the criterion:
· Bring in a copy of the letter you wrote and any response you receive.
· Submit a proposal form regarding what injustice you want to take on and how you want to draw attention to it.  Provide evidence/artifact afterwards.
· Complete the restorative justice conversation reflection form
· Submit a choice project proposal form and provide evidence of completing the project. 

	Civility 
	Civility means…

Having a robust, honest, frank, constructive dialogue that seeks to advance the public interest while exercising integrity, humility, and mutual respect in conversation, even with those with whom we disagree. It is not a competition about viewpoints but rather an opportunity to lean in and listen to a different point of view. (Taken from the National Constitution Center and Sphere).

	Students must complete at least 4 of the criterion
· Participate in Civic Power Hour
· Participate in a class debate (ie AP GOV ‘ SCOTUS March Madness’ or Moot Court)
· Lead a socratic seminar on a current political topic
· Conduct an estimated 15 minute professional interview with a person from a different background, generation, political or religious view that is not an immediate friend, family member or staff member of WHS that includes a reflection component.
· Attend or virtually watch a current political debate or town hall meeting and complete a reflection that evaluates the arguments and professionalism of the candidates
· Complete an alternative civility-related project or experience of the student’s choice (with prior approval from the Social Studies Department)
	Potential evidence/artifacts of the criterion:
· Sign in at Civic Power Hour and grab any materials available from the event.
· Provide any documentation that shows your participation in a debate, Moot Court, or SCOTUS May Madness.  Consider submitting rubrics and/or handouts that have your name on it. 
· Provide any documentation that shows you leading a socratic seminar.  Consider submitting rubrics and/or handouts that have your name on it. 
· Complete the professional interview reflection form.
· Complete the political debate/town hall reflection form. 
· Submit a choice project proposal form and provide evidence of completing the project. 

	Citizenship
	Citizenship means…

Citizenship is a unique bond that unites people around civic ideals and a belief in the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution (USCIS)

	Students must complete at least 4 of the criterion
· 80% on the US Citizenship Exam
· Prove you participated in an official election (i.e. selfie w/ sealed ballot)
· Volunteer for a political campaign
· Attend a city council meeting
· Attend a school board meeting
· Visit a civics site (ie courthouse, state capital, indigenous tribal council) and complete a reflection
· Complete an alternative citizenship-related project or experience of the student’s choice (with prior approval from the Social Studies Department)
	Potential evidence/artifacts of the criterion:
· Submitting your score on the Citizenship Exam
· Take a selfie with your sealed ballot (and submit the selfie)
· A letter or an email indicating your volunteer work for a campaign.
· Complete a civic meeting reflection form (to demonstrate attendance at a city council meeting).
· Complete a civic meeting reflection form (to demonstrate attendance at a school board meeting).
· Complete a civics site observation and reflection form.  
· Submit a choice project proposal form and provide evidence of completing the project.

	Self-discipline
	Self-discipline means…

Having enough restraint to avoid excess or extremes while being aware of and responsible for one's actions.
	Students must complete at least 3 of the criterion
· Advanced coursework in Social Studies (1 or more classes)
· 3.0 GPA cumulative
· Involvement in sport or club or extra curriculum for one entire season
· Part time job
· Tardies (5 in your last year at WHS)
· Complete an alternative self discipline-related project or experience of the student’s choice (with prior approval from the Social Studies Department)

	Potential evidence/artifacts of the criterion:
· A copy of your unofficial transcript or a print out from Skyward Q that shows at least 1 year of enrollment in an advanced social studies course
· A copy of your senior year first semester unofficial transcript after first semester grades have been recorded.
· Copies of a club’s minutes that show your attendance and participation or any certificate that demonstrates participation in the club or sport. 
· A copy of your work schedule and/or a letter from an employer.
· A print out of tardies since the first day of your senior year until Spring Break of your senior year, from Skyward Q or a document from WHS Attendance, signed by the WHS Attendance Office Secretary.
· Submit a choice project proposal form and provide evidence of completing the project.

	Service
	Service means…

Putting the needs of the community before the needs of self. Citizens donate their time & energy to improve their community. Through civic participation, individuals develop the knowledge, skills, and virtues of citizenship in a democracy. Our communities are laboratories in which citizens learn democracy by doing it (Annenberg Classroom).
	· Complete 25 community service hours (10 hours must be completed after your junior year)*









*Seniors seeking the Civic Seal in the 2025/2026 SY must complete 15 hours
	Potential evidence/artifacts of the criterion:
· Completing the Service Hour Form. 


Civic Seal Exit Interview: After completing the criteria, students will participate in a short exit interview with a staff member panel. In this conversation, students will describe the project or activities they completed, explain what they learned about justice, civility, citizenship, self discipline and service and civic responsibility, and reflect on how the experience shaped their understanding of themselves as citizens. They will also discuss ways they might continue to stay engaged in civic life after high school.

	How to Organize for the WHS Civics Seal:

	· Create a Google Folder in your Google Drive
· Name the folder:  Last Name,  First Name: Civics Seal Graduation Year   (e.g.  Paul, Alice: Civics Seal 2026)
· Within that folder create five subfolders- one for each of the civic virtues
· Justice
· Civility
· Citizenship
· Self-Discipline
· Service
· As you gather evidence/artifacts for each of the criteria, place them in the appropriate folder. This includes any forms, images, etc… that you are using as artifacts. 
· Once you have finished gathering all of your required artifacts, prepare your materials into a portfolio to be referenced at your interview. 
· Bring your portfolio to your interview.  Interviews will be scheduled in April of the graduating year. 






